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December 11. 1762. 
9 | UNTO THE | H ON OURABLE, 


The TR U g TEES appointed by the two ſeveral 
Acts of Parliament, for repairing the H 1 & n- 
ROADS in the County of Edinburgh, to and 


from the City of Edinburgh, 


The HUMBLE PETITION of James Reid 
Printer at Gorgie, Thomas Scot Farmer in Coling- 
ton Mains, Mungo Ponton Farmer in Kerryknow, 
John Sawers Farmer at at Bell's Mills, and Claud 
Inglis Farmer at Craigcrook, for themſelves, and 


ij name and behalf of the other Farmers and In- 
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habitants in the neighbourhood of the oy of E- 


3 dinßurgb, 


su Ew TTR, 

Mar by the act of che 24th of his late Maieſty, for 
repairing the high-roads in the county of Edinburgh 
leading to and from the city of Edinburgh, the tru- 
ſtees therein named for carrying {aid act into exe- 


cution, were, inter alia, authoriſed and impowered to erect, 
or cauſe to be erected, one or more gate or gates, turnpike or 
_ turnpikes, in or croſs any part or parts of ſaid high-ways, as 
they ſhall think fit, (excepting the poſt-road leading from E- 


Taber to Haddington, upon which no new turnpike was al- 


lowed to be erected), and to demand and take, upon every 

carriage, horſe, or other cattle, paſſing by the ſaid gates, the 

Particular tolls therein ſpecified ; but under this ſpecial pro- 

viſo, Tut no pern or perſons having occaſion to paſs 
K 


through 


1 2 1 
1 through any turnpike or turnpikes where the tolls or du- 
“ ties are or ſhall be taken, and who ſhall return the ſame 


e day through the ſame turnpike or turnpikes within the 
© ſame county, and return before twelve of the clock at night 
e with the ſame carriage, horſe, Oc. ſhall be liable or com- 


e pelled to pay the ſaid tolls or duties more than once. 


The equity of this exception will, upon due conſideration, : 
be obvious to every diſintereſted perſon, and ſeems principal- 
ly to have had in view the eaſe and relief of the inhabitants 


in thoſe parts more immediately adjacent to the city of Edin- 
burgh, where all the roads from the more diſtant parts of the 


country do centre. 


The juſt and equitable Wet of all cheſe tolls and impoſi- 


tions for making or upholding the public high· ways in any 


country, is, that the burden ſhould be as equal as the nature 


of things will admit; and that one man, or ſet of men, ſhould 
not, in reſpect of cheir particular fituation, be burdened be- 
yond their due proportion. 

It occurred to the legiſlature, and could not well eſcape the 


obſervation of thoſe who had the forming of this act, that as 


all thoſe public roads leading from the more diſtant parts of 


the country, centred in the town of Edinburgh by ſo many 


different avenues or inlets, it would be neceſlary to erect a 
great number of toll-gates ſo cloſe to the town, that none of 
the roads leading to the ſame might eſcape ; and accordingly 
the gates or turnpikes that were erected in purſuance of the 
general powers thereby committed to the truſtees, are placed 


ſo cloſe to the town upon all the principal avenues or inlets, 
that thoſe who reſide in the environs of this city, can have no 
acceſs to the town, or from one place to another in the neigh- 
bourhood thereof, without paſſing and repaſſing at leaſt one 
of theſe gates, frequently two, three, or more; and as occa- 
ſion frequently requires their reſorting to the town, or other 
places in the neighbourhood thereof, many different times in 


the ſame day, whalit at the ſame time they do not travel a 
quarter 
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quarter of a mile upon all or any of ſaid roads, and upon 


many of theſe occaſions do only croſs the ſame at or near to 
one or other of theſe turnpikes, as in the ſequel ſhall be ſhown 


from particular inſtances, res ih loquitur, how grievous and 
unequal an impoſition 1 it would have been, if the farmers, and 
others reſiding in the {kirts of the town, had been obliged 


upon every ſuch occaſion, in paſſing or repaſſing, to pay this 
toll at all and each of theſe gates, whilſt others reſiding at a 


reater diſtance, who. in coming to and returning from the 


city, travelled ten times or twenty times the length upon theſe 
turnpike- roads, were liable to pay but one ſingle toll. 


It was plainly for this reaſon, to avoid this manifeſt ine- 


quality, and with a view to the ſituation of thoſe whoſe reſi- 
dence 1n the neighbourhood of the town would expoſe them to 
this hardſhip, that the aforeſaid exception was eſtabliſhed, as 
| thoſe whoſe reſidence was in the more remote parts of the 


country would ſeldom have occaſion to paſs or repaſs more 
than one of theſe turnpikes in a day: And even under the be- 


nefit and advantage of this exception, it is a notorious fact, 
that the induſtrious farmer whoſe reſidence happens to be in 


the-neighbourhood of the town, pays a very great ſhare of 
the total duty levied at thoſe turnpikes ; as there is ſcarce one 
day of ten that their carriages or horſes have not occaſion to 
paſs through one or more of thoſe gates in going to the city, 
or other places round about. But of this the petitioners do 


not mean to complain, as it is the unavoidable conſequence 
of their local ſituation. 


But they are greatly alarmed from the information they 


have received, of a reſolution taken by the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen of this county, to apply to parhament for a new 


turnpike- act; by which it is amongſt other particulars pro- 


poſed, That all carriages, horſes, &-c. other than thoſe which 
carry wheat, ſhall pay the ſame toll or duty that is now ex- 


acted, at every gate through which they have occaſion to paſs, 
and 


r 
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and with power to erect new gates or bars upon any of ſaid 
roads, not nearer than fix miles of any of the preſent gates. 
Upon occaſion of this report, moſt of the conſiderable far- 


mers in the neighbourhood of this city, after ſeveral meetings 
to conſider how they ought to conduct themſelves in a matter 
which concerns them ſo nearly, and which if carried into ex- 


ecution would ſubject them to ſo grievous a burden, they re- 
folved, in the ſiyſt place, humbly to repreſent their caſe to the 


Noblemen and Gentlemen of this county, from a juſt confi- 


dence and aſſurance, that when duly appriſed of the grievous 


burden that the propoſed regulations would throw upon them, - 


that clauſe of the propoſed act would either be dropped en- 
tirely, or ſo altered and new-modelled as to relieve them of 


fo intolerable a burden: And having already ſtated the parti- 


cular hardſhips to which they would be thereby expoſed from 
their particular ſituation, and the great inequality that would 
from thence ariſe in levying this taxation, - were theſe rules to 


be eſtabliſhed, it remains only to illuſtrate this general propo- 


fition by a few examples, and to ſuggeſt what alterations may 
be proper, if any ſuch act is to be applied for. | 

It appears to them, that nothing can be more inequitable 
in a matter of this kind, than that thoſe ſhould pay toll, who 
do not reap any benefit from the turnpike- act; which is plain- 
ly the caſe of all thoſe who live to the weſt and ſouth-weſt of 


Edinburgh, in carrying on their private buſineſs, intercourſe, 


and dealings with each other. 


Thus it is, that the tenants on the lands of Merchi/ton, and | 


all in that neighbourhood, having occaſion to carry the pro- 
duce of their farms, ſuch as graſs, barley, meal, flour, ale, 
O'c. which are often deliverable at different places, and in 
{mall quantities, to the Airkbrachead, and adjacent ſuburbs, 


from which they are not diſtant above an Exgliſb mile, will 
be liable to pay, according to the propoſed regulation, no 
leſs than three different tolls or duties; one at Hyncaſtle, an- 
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other at Whitehouſe, and a third at Kirtbraehead; and if they 
go forward to Leith, they mult pay a fourth toll at Brough- 
ton; and if to the citadel of Leith, a fifth toll at North Leith; 
though, at the ſame time, they do not travel above 300 
yards on all or any of theſe turnpike- roads. | 
This hardſhip and inequality will be the more conſpicuous, 
when it is conſidered, that the inhabitants of the ſouth fide 
of the town, even after the new bars that are propoſed, ſhall 
be erected, can travel from Edmburgh, to the extremities of 
the county, upon the turnpike-roads, which, at an average, 
may be computed fixteen mules, for paying only of two tolls, 
and, in their mutual intercourſe in the country with each o- 
ther, are not intercepted by any croſs bars; whilſt the inha- 
bitants in the neighbourhood of this city, who have little or 

no benefit from the turnpike-roads, can ſcarce ſtep over their 
door, or have any intercourſe with their neighbours, without 
meeting with one or more of theſe turnpike-gates, at each of 
which, it is now propoſed, they ſhould pay the toll. 

By the acts now in force, power was given to the tru- 
ſtees to compound or agree by the year, or otherwiſe, with 
any perſon reſiding within three miles of any of the turn- 
pikes ; and your petitioners will be pardoned to think, that 
this alſo was intended for the eaſe of thoſe reſiding in the 
neighbourhood of this city, whoſe neceflary occaſions requi- | 
ring them to paſs and repaſs fo often, by one or other of theſe 
turnpikes, the legiſlature ſeems to have thought it juſt and 
equitable, that the truſtees ſhould have power to compound 
with them for ſuch a reaſonable ſum to be annually paid, as 
might, in ſome degree, correſpond to a juſt proportion of this 

total duty. But ſo it is, that though ſeveral of your petition- 
ers have been willing to compound, upon any reaſonable 
terms, this never could be obtained, as the truſtees have not 
yet judged it expedient that there ſhould be any ſuch com- 

: pollen ES 
5 It is not the petitioners purpoſe to throw any obſtacle in 
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the way to any act that ſhall be conducive to the more ef- 
fectual attaining the end propoſed by the erection of theſe 
turnpikes. All they mean is, to guard againſt thoſe particu- 
lar regulations which will be ſo grievous to them, and intro- 
duce ſuch a manifeſt inequality. | 

They are told, that the produce of ſome of theſe turn- 
pikes, which by the law, as it now ſtands, is appropriated to 
the repair of the particular roads upon which theſe turn- 

ikes are erected, is not ſufficient for that purpole ; and 


therefore that it is neceſſary the toll ſhould be enlarged in 


one ſhape or other; and that it 1s in this view, that it 1s pro- 
poſed to be provided by the new act, that the ſame carriage, 
horſe, &c. ſhould pay the toll at every gate through which 
he paſſes; whereas by the law, as it now ſtands, one ticket 
carries him through the whole turnpike-gates for one day. 

It occurs to the petitioners, that this end may be attained 
in a much more equitable way. They obſerve, by the law, 


as it now ſtands, that the ſurplus duty of any particular 


road, beyond what is neceſlary for keeping it in repair, may 
be applied for the making and repairing the by-roads that 
lead into the ſame capital road. But as the making or re- 
pairing of theſe by-roads, is only a ſecondary object, it ap- 
pears to your petitioners, that it would be highly more ex- 
pedient and equitable, if the excreſcent duty upon any one 
or more of theſe turnpikes, was applied to the making or re- 
pairing the other public roads, whoſe produce 1s ſhort or 
inſufficient; and that no by-road ſhould be made or repair- 
ed, till all the public roads are completely finiſhed. This 
was the original intention of all theſe turnpike- acts, as in ju- 

ſtice and policy it ought to be, that the whole tolls were im- 
poſed for making the whole great roads of the county leading 
to the city of Edinburgh, and ſhould be ſo applied; whereas, 
upon the footing on which matters now ſtand, ſome of the 


great roads, whoſe proper funds are deficient, particularly 
he | . thoſe 
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thoſe which lead to the weſt country, are not only unfiniſh- 
ed, but ſuch parts of them as have been made, are grown 
greatly into diſrepair ; whilſt, at the ſame time, the roads 


leading to the ſouth country, though of much greater length 
than thoſe that lead to the weſt, by means of the high pro- 


duce of their tolls, are not only completed, but many by- 
roads leading into theſe made at a great expence, ſome 
of them at the diſtance of ten miles from Edinburgh; and the 


expences beſtowed in making theſe, if applied to the other 


great roads, whoſe funds are deficient, would have gone far 
to complete thoſe that are as yet unfiniſhed. 

And where that is the caſe, it is humbly ſubmitted, if in- 
ſtead of the alteration propoſed, of exacting the coll from 

the ſame perſon at every gate through which he may have 

occafion to paſs the ſame day, it might not be more expe- 


dient and ſalutary, that the truſtees ſhould be authoriſed and 
directed to apply the whole proceeds of the tolls or duties 


upon the whole roads, to the making and completing of 


theſe, without diſtinction from what particular roads they 
ariſe, till che whole are nee and before making any 


private or by- roads. 
Another alteration which the petitioners makes the liberty 


to ſuggeſt: is, That the new bars propoſed to be erected ſhould 
be brought nearer” to. Edinburgh than ſeems to be intended. 
By this means, thoſe who live remote from Edinburgh, and 
travel fartheſt on: the turnpike-roads, will be made to contri- 
bute more equally with thoſe who live in the neighbourhood 


of the town; as it muft be obvious, that the nearer theſe 
turnpikes are to the city, where the reſort is greateſt, the pro- 
duce: of the toll will riſe in proportion. | 

Ihe third and capital alteration which your petitioners take 


the liberty to ſuggeſt, and in which they are principally in- 


tereſted, is, to limit the number of the toll - gates at which 
the duty ſhall be exigible upon any one carriage, and the 
number of times for which ſaid duty. ſhall be paid, upon the 
; B 2 ſame 
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ſame carriage paſſing or repaſſing by any or all of theſe turn- 


pikes the ſame day. And in order to explain what is thereby 


intended, what your petitioners humbly propoſe is, 1%, That 


upon paying toll at the firſt turnpike through which they 
have occaſion to paſs, the ticket which they are intitled there 
to receive, ſhould give them free paſſage with that particular 


carriage through all the turnpikes, as well thoſe already erected, 


as thoſe to be erected. X24ly, That where the ſame carriage (as 


frequently happens to be the caſe with thoſe who reſide in the 
neighbourhood of this city) ſhall have occaſion to paſs and re- 


paſs theſe turnpikes, one or more, at different times in the 


{ame day, with different loadings, they ſhall only pay toll or 
cuſtom, at any one gate, the two firſt times that they paſs 


and repaſs; and that for the reſt of the day, as eft'as the ſame 


carriage has occaſion to paſs and repaſs any of the ſaid turn- 


pikes, they ſhall be free of any toll or cuſtom. They have 


already ſaid, that what is chiefly to be attended to, in every 
impoſition of this kind, is to maintain a juſt proportion and 
equality, as far as in the nature of things can be, amongſt all 
thoſe from whom this duty is to be levied. - And it appears 
to your petitioners, that a regulation to the above purpoſe 
will be moſt conducive to that end. It rarely happens, that 


thoſe who reſide at the diſtance of three or four miles from E- 
dmburgh, can paſs and repaſs theſe turnpikes, with the ſame 
loaded carriage, above twice in one day, whilſt the carriages 
of thoſe who reſide in the neighbourhood of the town may 


have occaſion, as is frequently the caſe, to paſs and repaſs 


one or more of theſe turnpikes three or four different times in 
the ſame day, and yet do not travel one tenth of the way up- 
on the turnpike road that thoſe do who live at a greater di- 
ſtance. And, 3dly, They beg leave to ſuggeſt, how far it 
would not be reaſonable and equitable, that the toll payable at 
the new-erected bars, ſhould be greater than thoſe payable in 
the neighbourhood of the city. By this regulation, people 
would pay in proportion to the length of the road they travel, 
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as by far the greateſt number of thoſe who paſs theſe bars, 
come forward to the city of Edinburgh, the centre of all the 


- 


intercourſe of the county. . 

The petitioners ſhould be extremely ſorry to appear in any 
public oppoſition to any meaſure that ſhould be thought ex- 
pedient in a general concern of this kind by the Noblemen 


and Gentlemen of this county, for whom they have the high- 


eſt regard. But they are ſo deeply intereſted in the propoſed 


alterations, that in juſtice to themſelves they muſt be pardon- 
ed to take every meaſure that ſhall be adviſed to obviate the 
- ſame; and it is in this view that they thought themſelves in 


duty bound, in the firſt place; #nd before taking any further 


reſolutions, to make this their humble repreſentation to the 


Noblemen and Gentlemen concerned, in the hope and expec- 
tation, that upon their being ſatisfied of the truth of what is 


above ſet forth, they will either drop the intended application 


for a new act of parliament altogether, or will ſo model the 
ſame, that the petitioners, and others in their ſituation, may 
not have cauſe to complain of the great hardſhip and inequa- 


lity that would be thereby brought upon them. , . 


May it therefore pleaſe your Honours, to take the premiſſes into 
conſideration, and with your firſt convemency, or before any 
further ſteps are taken towards obtaining the aforeſaid act of 
puarliament, to cauſe ſigniſy to your petitioners your final re- 
Jolutions upon this matter. | 
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